/A\ U.S. SENATOR for COLORADO
The Immigration Court Efficiency and Children’s Court Act of 2023
U.S. Senators Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) and Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska)

U.S. Representatives Dan Goldman (D-N.Y.), Maria Salazar (R-Fla.),
Hillary Scholten (D-Mich.), and Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-Ore.)

Unaccompanied migrant children face unique obstacles as they navigate the complex U.S. immigration system.
After they are placed into removal proceedings, many unaccompanied children appear alone before a judge in
immigration court. Without family and legal representation, many arrive at their proceedings confused and
afraid, and their experiences vary based on their age and the judge who hears their case. Children’s cases are
legally complex and often take longer than adult cases to hear. As a result, there are more than 62,000 pending
unaccompanied children’s cases in the United States.

The bipartisan, bicameral Immigration Court Efficiency and Children’s Court Act of 2023 is a common sense
proposal to strengthen due process for vulnerable children and combat the immigration court backlog. The
legislation would establish a Children’s Court within the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR)
focused on the adjudication of unaccompanied children’s removal proceedings. The Children’s Court would
aggregate similar cases; streamline proceedings involving children who have claims awaiting adjudication;
reduce redundancies across government agencies; render children’s hearings more orderly and
resource-efficient; and ultimately relieve strain on the immigration court system.

The newly established Children’s Court would require:

e Specially Trained Personnel: Children’s Immigration Court judges would receive special training on
child trafficking, developmental and trauma-informed practice, and docket management tools.

e Child Participation Protocols: The Children’s Court would ensure that children can easily attend court,
actively engage in the process, and fully understand their rights to help overcome typical challenges in
children’s proceedings. The bill would require that the Court utilize child-appropriate procedures to
help ensure that children comprehend the proceedings, are treated appropriately for their
developmental stage, and have sufficient time to secure counsel.

e Coordination with Legal Services Organizations: Legal services organizations would coordinate with
the Court to help children access legal screening and immigration proceedings at the same time and
place to ensure that children obtain counsel faster and more efficiently. This approach reduces
unnecessary time in court and can prevent procedural delays.

This legislation is supported by 41 organizations, including: Kids in Need of Defense (KIND), World Relief,
National Immigration Forum, Church World Service, Women's Refugee Commission, American Immigration
Lawyers Association, American Bar Association, and the Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network
(RMIAN).



https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8/5/85527130-70b8-40ab-8324-4ecc466712c5/E717DE48CC2EA2E5166E595774B666E5.children-s-court-supportive-orgs.pdf
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Los nifios migrantes no acompafnados enfrentan obstdculos Unicos mientras navegan por el complejo sistema
de inmigracién estadounidense. Después de entrar al proceso de deportacion, muchos de los nifos no
acompainados comparecen solos ante un tribunal de inmigracidn. Sin familia ni representacion legal, muchos
llegan al proceso confundidos y asustados, y sus experiencias varian segun su edad y el juez que oiga el caso.
Los casos de nifios son complejos y frecuentemente toman mas tiempo que los casos de adultos. Como
resultado, hay mas de 62.000 casos pendientes de nifios no acompanados en los Estados Unidos.

Esta ley bipartidista y bicameral es una propuesta sensible para fortalecer los derechos juridicos de los nifios
migrantes y combatir el atraso en los tribunales de inmigracidn. La legislacion establecera un Tribunal de Nifios
situado dentro del Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) enfocado en la adjudicacién de
procedimientos de expulsion de nifios no acompafiados. El Tribunal de Menores agregaria casos similares para
agilizar estos procedimientos y hacerlos mas eficientes, hacer que las audiencias de los nifios sean mas
ordenadas, y aliviar la presion sobre el sistema judicial de inmigracion.

El Tribunal de Menores formado por esta ley exigiria:

e Personal especialmente capacitado: jueces del Tribunal de Nifios recibiran capacitacién especial sobre
trata de nifios, prdacticas informadas sobre el desarrollo y el trauma, y herramientas de gestion de
expedientes.

e Protocolos de participacion infantil: el Tribunal de Nifos garantiza que los nifios puedan asistir
facilmente al tribunal, participar activamente en el proceso y comprender plenamente sus derechos
para ayudar a superar los desafios tipicos en los procedimientos de nifios. El proyecto de ley requeriria
que el Tribunal utilice procedimientos apropiados para los niflos para ayudar a garantizar que
comprendan los procedimientos, sean tratados adecuadamente para su etapa de desarrollo y tengan
tiempo suficiente para conseguir un abogado.

e Coordinacidn con organizaciones de servicios legales: las organizaciones de servicios legales se
coordinaran con el Tribunal para ayudar a los nifios a acceder a exdmenes legales y procedimientos de
inmigracion al mismo tiempo y en el mismo lugar para garantizar que los nifios obtengan
asesoramiento de manera mas rapida y eficiente. Este enfoque reduce los retrasos innecesarios y
demoras procesales.

Esta propuesta cuenta con el apoyo de 41 organizaciones, incluidas: Kids in Need of Defense (KIND), World
Relief, National Immigration Forum, Church World Service, Women's Refugee Commission, American
Immigration Lawyers Association, American Bar Association, and the Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy
Network (RMIAN).


https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8/5/85527130-70b8-40ab-8324-4ecc466712c5/E717DE48CC2EA2E5166E595774B666E5.children-s-court-supportive-orgs.pdf

